Commonwealth at your Fingertips

Kiosks Provide Valuable Link for Travel & Tourism

ravel, traffic and tourism information about the common-  Secretary Bill Nighbert. “We also hope that tourists will use
wealth is now at your fingertips inside Kentucky welcome  information they discover on the kiosk to visit some of the re-

centers and rest areas. The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (KYTC) is ingaling innovative new
kiosk machines at welcome centers and rest a-
ess. Later thisyear, akiosk will belocated in each of
the 28 welcome centers and rest areas. Kiosks are
also located in the public areas of KYTC's centra
office building in Frankfort.

“This approach to connecting with visitors
embodies Kentucky’s Unbridled Spirit,” said Gov-
ernor Ernie Fetcher. “The kiosk, which resembles
an ATM machine, allows travelersto get live radar
and other weather information, as well as detailed
traffic information. The interactive features also
showcase local and statewide tourist attractions.”

Recent traffic counts by the KYTC reveal
that an estimated ten million people visited Ken-
tucky’s eight welcome centers last year done. The

welcome center guest registers recorded more than §

750,000 individual vistor Sgnatures during
2005. Additionally, based on KYTC traffic counts,

more than 17 million people visited a Kentucky rest §

arealast yesr.

“The real time travel and traffic information |
enhances highway safety by giving travelers additional informa-
tion to plan ther trip,” said Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Related News...

Map for Kentucky is now
in Welcome Centers and [
Rest Areas all across the
Commonwesalth. The 2006
edition was made available
just in time for the Spring/ §
Summer vacation season [
and beckons travelers to |
explore a multitude of at-
tractions throughout Ken-
tucky.
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markable attractions found here in Ken-
tucky.”

KYTC welcome centers and rest areas
already have awide array of travel and tour-
ism information on hand. The kiosks target
the highest traffic areas and can be placed
anywhere a digital signal from Kentucky
Education Teevision (KET) can be re
celved. KET’'s datacast system is used to
update kiosk information. It'sall part of the
overall effort to use the latest technology to
connect with visitors.

“Many times, the first contact a person
has with a state is at a welcome center,” said
Commerce Secretary George Ward. “The
kiok helps us make a podtive impresson
with the traveling public. With the kiosk we
can provide vital information that tourists need
to plan their trip to a Kentucky degtination.”
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Representatives from the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and Cont
mer ce Cabinet held events at a number of wel come centersin May to
demonstrate the new kiosks. Joe Thompson (left) and Glenn Anderson
(right), with the Transportation Cabinet’ s Division of Traffic, demon-
strated the kiosk to two curious visitors at the Shelby County Welcome
Center on |-64.
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